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Miss Rogers and Mr. James Thompson, the Childhood Sweethear

Southampton, Long Island.

t She Will Wed, Upon the Beach at

How Sensible Little Millicent Rogers,

Probably the Richest American Girl, Turned
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Down a Glittering Opportunity for Title
and Honors at the British Court

i
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agaln it may be just evolution, but

whatever the cause, all-American ro-
mances are coming to the fore in fashion-
able soclety, The engagemen of Miss
Millicent Rogers, eighteen-year-old daugh-
tet of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Huddleston
Rogers, of New York, is the Iatest to provo
it. From thelr beautiful Summer home,
“Miremar,” at Southampton, 1. I, Mr.
and Mre. Rogers announce their only
daughler's engagement 1o James W,
Thompson, an employe of o largo steel
firm.

And all the time Miss Rogers might have
decided in favor of an English title if she
had wanted one. And more than this, a
titled husband who would have had not
only the sanctlon of the Prince of Wales,
but hif*Beartfest co-operation!

H.R. H. imay be a most charming helr
to the British throne and the popular idol
of Great Dritaln, but he is not worth
shucks as a matchmaker! During his New
York visit he devoted himself to Miss
Rogers, the richest debutante of several
seasons, granddaughter of the late I, 1.
Iiugern‘ and heiress to lier father's many
millionk.

It 18 glven to few Amerlcan glrls to win
the undisguised favor of a prince of the
blood next in line to the throne of a mighty
empire, but Nliss Rogers did this, and
more. She filled the youthful Prince with
a desire to win her for his home court,
Not as his bride, for even Edward, with all
his liking for republican institutions, knew
that he could never marry a commoner,
but he did think that the heiress to the
Rogers milllons would make a mighty fine
addition to the British court.

The splendid glories of court lifon Wern
Leld up before the youne Eirl, and it would
have caused no surprise if =he had sue-
cumbed. But unfortunately for the P'rinee's
¢fforts, ghe had already given hier heart to
& man of her own home town.

As Is known, the I'rince's pilgrimage
through the several States was g highly
diverting event. The prettiest and wenlthi-
est maldens were brought forward for his
entertainment, and those he danced with
or talked to were marked with special dis-
tinetion. But it was nol until he reached
New York and there met Miss Rogers that
he actually began to sit up and take notice,

His interest in the charming heiress
first became apparent at the great ball
glven for him by Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius
Vanderbilt. 1t was noticed thit he simply
could not keep away from her They
danced together and H. I I showed his
pleasure 5o nalvely that his several New
‘York hostesses realized that §f they wanled
to make the Prince happy they must he
sure to Include Miss Rogers in all of their
parties,

And 8o, wherever the young Prined went
Miss Mary Millicent, to give her haptismal
name, was also sure (¢ go, Or, tietter,
wherever Miss Mary Millicent went the
Prince, just like Mary's little lamb, was
sure to go.

The announcement of her enpagement to
James Thompeon must have struck a sad

I'I‘ may ba the results of the war, or

blow to the Prifice’s hearl, tor London has
been as busy discussing the coming mar-
riage ns New York., Over in the Prince's
home town they were awara of his pred|-
lection for the pretty Ameriean girl and
his plans to capture her for a bright and
shining ornament for his own spoclal circle
wero well known.,

The llttle Prince’s plans, however, have

all gone to smash. With uncommon com-
mon sense, n herilage :
perhaps from her hard-
headod grandfather,
Miss Rogers closed her
blue eyes on the glitter-
ing glories of court life
and gave her heart and
hand to her exceeding-
Iy nice Amerlcan play-
mate, New York so-
clety, In spite of its
fondness for grand al-
liances, has p soft heart
where real romance is
concerned and smiles
approvingly on  this
latest all-American love
affair.

It may well be {hat
during those tete-a-tetes
in  Mrs. Vanderbill's
conservatory and al
tho functions given by II. R.
I, Miss Mary Millicent's brain was busy
recalling the oulcome of certain ofher
Anglo-Amerlcan marriages long known 1o
have had unhappy consequences for the
American bride. With the clear eyves ol
youth she probably reealled one falr beauty
married to an BEnglish nobleman attached
o the present comrt who returned last
month for a visit to her New York rela-
Aives,

This tltled wife, heiress 1o milllons, has
never suffered from the public unhappliness
that has fallen to many sueh wives, but
New York was amazed 1o find hor lonking
haggard and, oh, so very old! Not more
than thirty-five when she arrived here, sho
looked sixty, her blonde halr gray and her
face, once the Lapplest in New York, lined
and drawn.

No girl likes 1o think that ten years of
matrimony can change a young face intn
that of an old woman, but matrimony had
done just this thing to the wife in ques-
tion. And gossip, of course, blames tho
titled hushand.

It may well be that Miss Mary Millicent
recalled another Anelo-American allianeco
where the hride, dominated completely by
her husbhand, wasa not permitied to visit
hor New York family, nor even to entertaln
her Ameriean friends in hoer cuastle home,
And there are other cases (oo numerous to
mentfon, where unhappiness flew into {he
moated pile when the American bride cn-
tered its historie doorway,

Swaved Ly these recollections, it fa not
surprising that this Amerlean heiresa de-
clded to stop, look and consider before
making a deelsion as (o her fulure
hustanil,

As her parents' only daughter, Miss
Rogers will not only inherit great wealth
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Which Miss Rogers Found Preferable 0 a

Palace in

but she will have to assume many re-
sponsibllities, and her marriage {s natur-
ally a most serious matter. Iler parents
were never anxious for lier (o marry
neross the seas. 1fer father, who served
in Washington and later overseas wiih
the Amerlcan army, and whose financial
dealings bring him in close touch with all
degrees of foreigners, was strongly in
favor of an American son-in-law, Her
mother, who was Miss Mary Benjamin, of
New York, likewise favored an American
son-in-law, and above all she desired a
love marriage for her young daughter.
Mrs. Rogers had married for love when
she was barely out of the school room,
and she not only wanted DMiss Mary
Millicent to follow her heart's dictates, but
she wanted her to marry while young.
And both these things the girl is doing.
for she was the youngest debulante of last
year, a fMluffy-haired youngsier who looked
upon soclety as just another playground,
filled with the most delightful playmates.
In passing It may be noted that Mrs,
Rogers is the most youthful mother, in
years and appearance, who has brought
out a debutante daughter for many yesrs,
The average youthful mother much pra-
fers Lo keep her grown-up children In theo
background and usually prevents a youth-
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ful marringe, but having found happiness
in her own marrlage, Mrs. Itogers is eager
to have her daughter do the same,

There can be no doubt that Mrs. Rogers
could have influenced her daughtier in
favor of the Prince’s plans if she had so
desired, but she refused to take M. . I
seriously and frankly treated him as she
did the other decent young chaps who
fluttered about the girl.

Although the formal entertainments
glven for Prince Edward were carried ont
according to schedule, and there were
few hours of his visit left to his frec
choice, Edward managed several little
purties on the side where he could enjoy
Miss Rogers away from the all-2ecing pub-
lic eye. He went to lunch at the Rogers
home, attended of course by members of
his entournge; he sat by her on movce
than one motor ride, and in general he
hehaved  just like any happy-go-luclky
American youth when on a vacation,

But nothing he could say had any effect
an the girl. She was charmed at his at-
tentions, and flattered, too, as any normal
kirl would be, but she was not over-
whelmed. And fn n way, why should she
be? Everything that wealth and love ecan
give has been Miss Ilogers's since her
birth, To speak coilequially, she has been
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Granddaughtey

of the

Famous Old
H. H. Rogers,
and Heiress
to Most of
His Millions,

n “queen” ever since sha first went to
dancing  school and children's parties.
What “queen” could loso her head over a
prince’s devotion?

Her coming-out party last November
was the most sumptuously brillinnt affair
given in New York for several yeara. It
rivalled even the Vanderbilt ball given
Iuter for M., Rt. II

Sociely wondered why and how she
evaded the many complications that arose
from the spectacular position in which she
was placed by the I’rince’s attentions. But
it wonders no longer! During these mar-
velously exciting days there was an Ameri-
can suitor in the background, young Jimmy
Thompson, practically unknown to mothers
with marriageable daughters, but a mighty
man for a' that. Mighty enough to defeat
“royal plans and win the richest debutante
in New York.

Mr. Thompson works for his living: ho
has a real job with a company that deals
in steel, therefore he may become a multi-
millionaire himself some day. Ho plays
golf and tennis, swime like a fish, and
he is young, even young enough to please
Mrs. Rogers, who believes that youth ia
the chief requisito for a happy marringe,
e is known as Jimmy or Jim to the whola
Southampton colony, for he has spent his
holidays and week-ends at that very smart
resort and practically every free honr with
Miss Mary Millicent,

Southamnpton, being sophisticatod beyond
its years, looked upon the friendship be-
tween the two as a boy and girl affair that
would not amount to anything. DBut Mies

Miss Rogers in a Very
Democratic Pose and
emocratic Overalls,
Snapped While at Work
About the Gurden.

Rogers knew hetter, and,
knew, sha wias able (o

prince’s. housa of cards. She knew she
loved her playmate Jimmy and knew that
she wouid bn happier with him than with
all the titleq husbands in thésworld, princa
OF no prince. Holding true to her ideals,
this American heiress has chosen a mate
from her own social ranks, and, all things
considerod, she seems surely headed for a
happy future.

Ameriean fashionable sociely wonderg
what M, R, 1L is thinking about all this,
ITis Amerlean visit is still fresh in hig
mind and London says that ho sUll talks
constantly of the jolly time he had over
here,

H. R. H. i3 now on his way to Samoa
and England rests for a time in peace. Ile
cannot hbring hia mateh-making powers
into play in those blessed Islands, And so
the Dritish eourt Is in no danger from his
present pllgrimage.
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